PRESENTERS’ BIOS

Sandra B. Allen, BFA, MFA-Ballet at University of Utah, soloist Utah Civic Ballet,
Ballet Division Administrator and Associate Professor at Brigham Young University,
Utah, USA. Focus - improvement of teaching while also choreographing for BYU
Theatre Ballet and serving the academic ballet profession.

Shani Robison is an Assistant Professor of Dance at Brigham Young University and is
the Artistic Director of Brigham Young University’s Ballet Showcase Company. She
earned her BA in Dance in 1995 from Brigham Young University. Shani received her
MA with a Performance/Choreography emphasis in 1999 from Brigham Young
University.

Jennifer Bolt PhD Candidate; MA (York); Hons. BA (U of Waterloo); TTP NBS Dip;
AISTD (CF) (NB), has trained and performed throughout Canada, the United States and
England. In 1997 she was the final graduate of the Joint Honours BA program in Dance
with the University of Waterloo and the National Ballet School Teacher Training
Program where she obtained two Associate Levels from the Imperial Society of Teachers
of Dancing with the Cecchetti Foundation and the National Folk Dance Branch in
conjunction with her Honours Degree and Teacher Training Diploma. Over the past ten
years she has worked and guest taught for dance schools throughout the GTA including a
two-year post as Assistant to the Artistic Director and Ballet Department Head at The
Ballet School of Woodbridge. Jennifer holds a Master’s degree in Dance from York
University where she became a faculty member upon her graduation in 2001. She teaches
ballet technique, modern, dance history and other related courses. In the spring of 2005
she obtained her Advanced Cecchetti with Honours made possible by a York Professional
Development Teaching Grant. When not at York Jennifer teaches at the National Ballet
School in the renowned Adult Ballet Program with Bob McCollum. She guest teaches at
George Brown College/Ballet Jorgen and Randolph Academy for the Arts. This past
spring Jennifer was asked by the National Ballet of Canada’s educational outreach
program to provide local elementary schools interactive exploring ballet workshops made
possible by an anonymous donor. Throughout Jennifer’s performing career she has
worked with such choreographers as Bridget Cawthery, Michelle DeBrouwer, Carolyn
Nikolas-Gorden, Larry Gradus, Glenn Gilmour and Susan Kendal. She was instrumental
in the formation of Blue Ceiling Dance Projects with founder/dancer Lucy Rupert. Blue
Ceiling continues to produce original works such as The Tropic of Cancer, The Violet
Hour and The Speed of Our Vertigos which were performed at the Dancemakers Centre
for Creation. This fall Jennifer will begin her PhD with the Faculty of Education at York
examining the transitioning fine arts student. Her research will examine ways to create
optimal learning environments for young fine arts students transitioning from high school
into university fine arts programs.

Joan Buttram - Ms. Buttram’s professional dance career has spanned both classical
ballet and modern dance having performed with Ballet Metropolitan, Dayton Ballet
Company, Ballet Concerto, Contemporary Dance/Fort Worth and New Century



Danscene. Performance roles include the Sugar Plum Fairy in The Nutcracker, Swanhilda
from Coppelia, Lead Girl in Graduation Ball, Peasant Pas de Deux from Giselle, Four
Little Swans in Swan Lake, Soloist in La Sylphide, as well as Balanchine’s Allegro
Brillante, Square Dance and Ruthanna Boris’ Cakewalk. She has premiered roles in new
works by choreographers Stuart Sebastian, Robert Barnett, Tom Pazik, Jill Eathorn Barr,
Richard Munroe, Daniel Duell, Victoria Simon, and Demetrius Klien. Completing her
degrees in Dance at Texas Christian University (MFA) under mentor James Clouser and
Virginia Intermont College (BFA) with Constance Harding, she received the 1982

Vera Volkova Award for Excellence. Ms. Buttram is an Associate Professor at the
University of Georgia and the Ballet Coordinator for the Department of Dance. As the
founding Artistic Director of the UGA Ballet Ensemble (1993), Ms. Buttram has staged
full-length ballets including La Sylphide, La Bayadere, Swan Lake, and Giselle as well as
Pagquita, Raymonda, Le Grand Pas de Quatre, and the Le Corsaire Grand Pas de Deux.
She has created her own choreography in a variety of dance mediums which has been
presented throughout the Southeast and most recently in Ragusa, Italy.

David Curwen is an Associate Professor in the Department of Dance at Western
Michigan University. He is also the Artistic Director of The Western Dance Project, the
department’s performance ensemble. Mr. Curwen danced professionally in several ballet
companies; performing lead roles in ballets by Balanchine, Petipa, Ashton, de Mille,
Tudor, Flindt, Goh and Uthoff. Prior to joining Western’s faculty, David was part of the
ballet faculty at the Interlochen Arts Academy for two years, Since joining Western, Mr.
Curwen’s choreography has been cited for excellence by Regional Dance America, the
Michigan Dance Council and the American College Dance Festival. In May 2006, his
latest work, The End, was performed as part of the National American College Dance
Festival at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D. C. He has twice received Western’s
College of Fine Arts Technology Fellowship. In March 2006, a research team, of which
Mr. Curwen is a member, was awarded $290,000 from the President’s Innovation Grant
to explore digital media and performance (including motion capture, telematic
performance, 3D projection and MIDI technology). Later this summer, Mr. Curwen will
become President of CORPS de Ballet International.

Elena Estanol MFA, MS. Ms, Estanol is a dance and kinesiology teacher,
choreographer, performance psychology consultant and a doctoral candidate in
counseling psychology. She received her training from RAD, National Ballet of Cuba
from Laura and Fernando Alonzo. She also attended the University of Utah under Bené
Arnold, Attila Ficzere, Conrad Ludlow, Sharee Lane, Barbara Hamblin and Maureen
Laird where she received both her BFA and MFA in teaching, choreography and
kinesiology. Additionally she trained at the Ballet West Conservatory with Mr.
Christensen. She has taught for the Ballet Department at the University of Utah and
Ballet West Academy. Currently she is working on her doctorate in psychology where
her research interest lies in discovering the risk and resilience factors that contribute to
the emergence of eating disorders in dancers. Ms. Estanol has been actively involved in
teaching and researching the psychological elements of performance, dance psychology,



and the search for more holistic approaches to the training of dancers, and the careers of
dance professionals. She is actively involved in the research community presenting
nationally and internationally on dance psychology, psychological programs to enhance
dancers training, resilience, treatment for eating disorders, and integrative therapies. She
currently works as a therapist in a residential treatment center for eating disorders in
Logan, UT, and at a private practice in SLC, besides teaching ballet for a small regional
company.

Sharon Garber, Associate Professor at Western Michigan University, received her
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Ballet in 1976 from York University in Toronto, Ontario.
She continued her dance training in New York City with Melissa Hayden, Finis Jhung,
Wilhelm Burmann and David Howard. As a professional dancer, her 12-year career was
with Maryland Ballet, Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, Milwaukee Ballet, Des Moines Ballet,
Fort Worth Ballet and Dallas Ballet plus appearances as a guest artist with numerous
regional ballet companies. Ms. Garber has taught all levels of ballet at private studios, in
private and public school systems and at the university level as well as guest residencies,
master classes, festivals and workshops nationally and internationally (Taiwan and
Canada). For five years, she was a member of the ballet faculty at Interlochen Arts Camp
in Michigan. In 1992, she earned a Master of Fine Arts degree in Ballet from Texas
Christian University in Fort Worth, TX and served there as an Occasional Member of the
Graduate Dance Faculty and as Project Coordinator of the department’s outreach
program, New Century Danscene. Ms. Garber joined the faculty of Western Michigan
University’s Department of Dance in 1994 and became the Ballet Director in 1995. At
Western Michigan, she has been the Rehearsal Director for the four ballets by George
Balanchine that have been performed in the department’s Great Works Project under the
authorization of the George Balanchine Trust. She has also restaged and adapted
repertoire for the Great Works Project from the Romantic and Classical eras. Ms.
Garber’s choreography has been performed throughout the U.S and the island of Taiwan
and has received adjudicated recognition at the American College Dance Festival and
Regional Dance America. Besides membership in numerous organizations and unions,
Ms. Garber is a founding member of CORPS de Ballet International, an organization for
ballet teachers in higher education, having served as President-Elect (1998-00), President
(2000-02) and Past-President (2002-04). In 2005, the Board of Directors presented her
with the organization’s Outstanding Service Award. She is currently serving on the Board
of American College Dance Festival Association. Ms. Garber served as an adjudicator in
2001for the Ohio Dance Festival and in 2004 as the international member of the Peer
Review Team evaluating Ryerson University’s Theatre School in Toronto, Ontario. She
has also been invited to present her research at national/international conferences and to
write an article for Dance Teacher Magazine. Sharon Garber is married to David
Curwen, also a ballet dancer, teacher and choreographer. They have two daughters,
Shelby and Darci, and live in Kalamazoo, MI.

Elizabeth Gillaspy, Assistant Professor of Ballet at Texas Christian University in Fort
Worth, has been a teacher and choreographer for over 20 years. A committed and
passionate educator, she was recently named the National Dance Association’s 2006



National College/University Dance Educator of the Year. At TCU, she teaches studio and
lecture courses, and over the years she has taught in colleges, universities, private studios,
public high schools, and at numerous festivals. She received her ballet training at the
North Carolina School of the Arts and American Ballet Theatre School and has
performed in classical and contemporary ballet, musical theater, opera ballet, and modern
dance with organizations such as Atlanta Ballet, Atlanta Ballet Chamber Ensemble,
North Shore Music Theater, and Contemporary Dance Fort Worth. She holds her Master
of Fine Arts in Ballet from TCU, and her secondary teaching certificate in dance for the
State of Texas. She founded the first high school performing arts dance program in the
Fort Worth Independent School District and serves as a supervising teacher for students
completing dance certification through the TCU School of Education. An active
choreographer, she has created works for professional and regional ballet companies and
schools, including two works for the late Fernando Bujones’ Orlando Ballet, Her
critically acclaimed works have been performed regionally, nationally and internationally
from Texas to Taiwan. She is an active member of and has presented her creative and
scholarly activities at Texas Association of Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and
Dance (TAHPERD); American Alliance HPERD; and CORPS de Ballet International.

Mary Pat Henry is an Associate Professor of Ballet at the University of Missouri-
Kansas City Conservatory of Music. She holds her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the
University of Utah and her Master of Fine Arts degree from Florida State University. In
1992 Mary Pat received the Mrs. Ewing M. Kauffman Excellence in Teaching Award.
She has performed with the San Francisco Ballet, Ballet West, and Radio City Music
Hall. She has been a guest artist with the South Carolina, New York, Virginia Arts
Commissions, and New York's Young Audience program for a variety of artist-in-
residence programs. Ms. Henry has choreographed for the Dance Theater of Harlem,
Radio City Music Hall, the Victoria Arts Festival in Canada, off-Broadway, ABC's
television special Kids Are People Too, and various dance and theater companies
throughout Europe and the United States. In addition to teaching master classes for dance
companies around the world, Ms. Henry was a member of the ballet faculty of the Dance
Theater of Harlem, the Feld Ballet in New York, the Laban Center for Movement and
Dance, and the Royal Academy of Dance in London. She is also a respected adjudicator
for regional and national dance competitions in the U.S. and Canada. Ms, Henry has been
on the board of directors for the American College Dance Festival Association. She is
currently the Artistic Director of the Wylliams/Henry Danse Theater, a professional
contemporary dance company based in Kansas City. ,

Shani Robison is an Assistant Professor of Dance at Brigham Young University and is
the Artistic Director of Brigham Young University’s Ballet Showcase Company. She
earned her BA in Dance in 1995 from Brigham Young University. Shani received her
MA with a Performance/Choreography emphasis in 1999 from Brigham Young
University. Shani has taught ballet for 19 years, 15 of those in Utah at BYU, The Dance
Club, Center Stage, and the Rocky Mountain School of Classical Ballet. Shani has taught
workshops as professional guest faculty with Odyssey Dance Utah; Creative Arts Center



in Helena, Montana; BYU Summer Ballet Workshops; and the College of Southern
Idaho. She has also taught master classes at Ballet Idaho and the University of Cape
Town in South Africa. As Assistant Professor at Brigham Young University, Shani
teaches beginning to advanced ballet technique and pointe courses, variations, Dance
History and Introduction to Dance. She typically choreographs two to three new works
each year for the Ballet Showcase Company or BYU Theatre Ballet. Her works have
been performed throughout the western United States on company tours. Shani is a
member of the following professional organizations: CORPS de Ballet International,
Society of Dance History Scholars and the Utah Dance Education Organization. She is
originally from Boise, Idaho and is married to Rian Robison. Shani and Rian were
blessed with twin boys three months ago!

Richard Sias, Professor (Emeritus) Florida State University, founder of CORPS de
Ballet International, is currently a member of the ballet staff at Canada’s National Ballet
School. Richard earned his AISTD (London, England). He performed as a member of
The London Festival Ballet (England) and the National Ballet of Canada where his ballet
career began at Canada’s National Ballet School. Prior to his NBS training he attended
Butler University. Richard’s active performance career included the Broadway shows of
Camelot, No Strings, and the role of the Mute in the off-Broadway show, The Fantastiks.
He danced in numerous television appearances on the Ed Sullivan Show, in Juliette
Proust TV specials, and was a member of the Peter Genaro Dancers. Richard was Artistic
Director of Syracuse Ballet Theatre and an Associate Professor at the University of South
Florida, Tampa. During his 30-year residency at Florida State University as full Professor
he served two terms as Interim Chair for the Department of Dance. At FSU Richard
instructed all levels of ballet technique, pas de deux, ballet composition, and was Artistic
Director of the annual concert series, Days of Dance. He was the recipient of two TIP
Awards for Excellence in Teaching, two Presidents Club Awards for Choreography at
FSU, and has been an external evaluator for many university dance programs that
included the University of Oklahoma, the University of Utah, the University of Arizona,
the University of Georgia, and the Boston Conservatory. A highly respected teacher and
choreographer, he has created over a hundred choreographic works from the classical
ballet repertory as well as original contemporary ballets for university dance programs
and for professional, regional ballet companies. Richard has also created
choreographies/or directed over a dozen operas and Broadway musicals. He also served
as rehearsal director for the works of numerous choreographers, including George
Balanchine and Dominique Dumais. Richard was instrumental in securing Suzanne
Farrell to the EPPES Eminent Scholar Chairs for the Department of Dance at Florida
State University.

Paula Weber, Associate Professor of Ballet, Conservatory of Music, University of
Missouri - Kansas City. Paula Weber received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Dance from
Butler University and her Master of Fine Arts degree in Dance from Smith College. She
has studied ballet with such masters as Maria Tallchief, Jean-Paul Comelin, Dermot
Burke, Basil Thompson, Latry Long, Marjorie Mussman and Maggie Black. During her



professional career, Ms. Weber performed solo and principal roles of more than 45 major
works including such classics as Swan Lake, Giselle, Romeo and Juliet, Cinderella and

- Coppelia, and contemporary works as George Balanchine’s Concerto Barocco, Agnes
DeMille’s Fall River Legend, John Butler’s Carmina Burana and Alvin Ailey’s The
River. She has worked with renowned choreographers such as Bill T. Jones, Laura Dean,
Sean Curran, Charles Moulton and Kevin Iega Jeff. She has been a member of the
Milwaukee Ballet (Principal Ballerina), Lyric Opera Ballet of Chicago (Soloist), Chicago
Ballet and the Indianapolis Ballet Theatre, and Guest Principal Artist with the Hartford
Ballet. She is currently the Assistant Director and Rehearsal Director for the -
Wylliams/Henry Danse Theatre and is Ballet Mistress for the Albany Berkshire Ballet.
Ms. Weber has been a guest instructor of ballet in many prestigious schools throughout
the United States. In 1996, she was invited to be a guest instructor of ballet for the
Shenyang Conservatory of Music, Shenyang, China, making her the second American
ballet instructor to teach at that conservatory. Ms. Weber was the 1997 recipient of the
Mrs. Ewing Kauffman Excellence in Teaching Award and the 2001 recipient of the
Muriel McBrien Kauffman Excellence in Teaching Award, both presented to her by the
Conservatory or Music, University of Missouri —Kansas City. She is an official
adjudicator for Regional Dance America. The Kansas City Ballet, the Albany Berkshire
Ballet, the Kansas Regional Ballet, the Wylliams/Henry Danse Theatre, and City In
Motion have performed her choreography. The Kansas City Ballet performed her first
professional choreographic work, Carmina Burana in 1996 with performances repeated in
1998 and May of 2002. Of most recent acclaim, Ms. Weber choreographed the highly
praised Toccata e Due Canzoni for the 2005 Fall Season of the Kansas City Ballet.

Guests

E.K. (Evan) Ayotte is currently an art director for the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation and resident designer at the Graduate Center for the Study of Drama at the
University of Toronto. Evan is looking forward to designing a new work for Molissa
Fenley danced by Peggy Baker, Toronto’s premier contemporary dance solo performer.
A Fine Arts graduate in Sculptural Textiles, he has twice received the Best Visual
Presentation Award from Theatre Ontario and continues to pursue his development of
innovative costume techniques for ballet and contemporary dance. Mr. Ayotte has
designed for the National Ballet of Canada, Pittsburgh Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, and
Ballethnic as well as major opera and theatre companies throughout North America.

Selma Odom focuses her research on dance, music, education and gender in the 19th and
20th centuries. With a background in English literature and theatre history, she has
published many articles and reviews over the past 40 years, and her programs on the arts
and women's issues have been broadcast on educational television. Professor Odom's
most recent publication is Canadian Dance: Visions and Stories, an anthology of writings
on Canadian dance and dance artists past to present, co-edited with York dance Professor
Mary Jane Warner and published by Dance Collection Danse. Projects currently under



way include Musicians Who Move: People and Practice in Dalcroze Eurhythmics, a book
based on extensive fieldwork and historical research; and a website on Joan of Arc in art
and performance being developed by a team of York colleagues in dance, music and art
history. Dr. Odom was awarded the 1998 Faculty of Graduate Studies' Teaching Award
in recognition of her significant contribution to the advancement of academic excellence
and the quality of graduate teaching at York University.






