
Dear CORPS de Ballet International Member: 

 

As Rick says to Ilsa in Casablanca, "We'll always have Paris."  From my 

perspective, even considering a couple of unexpected exceptions, we 

seemed to enjoy ourselves last year in Paris.  One of my favorite events 

was the exquisite Paris Opéra Ballet performance of La Sylphide.  My 

memory is so full of memorable conference events.  Instead, let me tell 

you a little about this year’s conference. 

 

The 2014 conference will include a few new takes on 2013 conference 

elements such as the DVD choreographic sharing and new aspects of 

S.A.F.E. technique in master classes with Alexandre Munz de la 

Caffinière.  Additionally, we will have a first-time-ever master class with 

the 2014 Lifetime Achievement Awardee, Rochelle Zide-Booth, as well 

as a live choreographic sharing.  Check the CORPS website for a full 

listing of conference events.  Please plan on being present for the full day 

on Tuesday, June 17 when the conference begins at 9 a.m. at the 

Pittsburgh Omni William Penn Hotel.  I look forward to seeing you 

there! 

 

With best regards, 
 

Nola Nolen Holland, President 

CORPS de Ballet International 
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Member Updates 
 

Elizabeth Gillaspy served as an adjudicator along with 

Douglas Nielsen and Helanius Wilkins for the New Eng-

land ACDA region conference held at Boston University 

in February. Her choreography, In The Remembering, was 

selected for Gala for the South Central region ACDA in 

March and a student work she mentored, Seeking    Mo-

mentum in the Flesh, choreographed by 2013 CORPS 

Basil Thompson Memorial Scholarship recipient, Tristian 

Griffin, was selected for the South Central ACDA Gala 

and as an alternate for the National festival. 

 

There is now a web site dedicated to Dance/Sandra Noll 

Hammond. Catherine Turocy (director of the New York 

Baroque Dance Co.) decided to create this for Sandra last 

summer, when she decided that it was time for her to re-

retire.  

 

Palomar College opened its brand new state of the art  

Performing Arts Complex, complete with two sprung 

floor studios with floor to ceiling windows. Molly    

Faulkner participated in a discussion forum at London 

Studio Center entitled “Ghosts and Spectres in Dance 

Higher Education” exploring the ways our dance practice 

is    informed by hidden assumptions and “ghosts”. This    

forum was run by Lise Uytterhoeven and CORPs member 

Julia Gleich, and will culminate in a presentation at the 

Arts and Humanities HE Conference in Manchester,   

England in early June.  

2013 CONFERENCE 
15th Annual Teacher Conference  

at Centre National de la Danse  

Honoring Lifetime Achievement Award        

Recipient Richard J. Sias 

Alexandre Munz had a four week residency at Brigham Young University 

teaching two classes a day centered around his S.A.F.E. Floor and 

S.A.F.E. Barre methodologies. He was at BYU from March 17-April 11, 

2014. He is also setting a new contemporary work on BYU Theatre     

Ballet that will be 30 minutes in length. Shayla and Shani received a 

$20,000 grant from BYU to bring Alexandre to the university to teach 

and set this new work. We are thrilled to have him visit our university  

and the students are absolutely loving their experience! 

Below is a link to The SAFE™  Project-A BYUArts Documentary. 

https://vimeo.com/90399385  

 

Rick McCullough, associate professor in the School of Dance at    

Florida State University, will be on sabbatical for Fall semester 2014 

and Spring semester 2015. He is available for residencies, guest   

teaching, and choreography during that period. kemccull@fsu.edu 

CORPS de Ballet members on the front steps  

of the Palais Garnier 

https://vimeo.com/90399385
mailto:kemccull@fsu.edu


 

Member Updates Continued... 
Left: Patrick Frantz (Paris Opera Ballet premier danseur, choreographer, artistic director, master 

teacher) and Brigitte Lefèvre, Director of Dance, Paris Opéra. 
 

Patrick and his wife, Patricia Davis (ballerina, Pilates trainer/owner) have been hosting groups to 

Paris for the past 20 years.  Whether it is to study dance and dance history in Paris or to experi-

ence the culture through photography, French language, or music, their company, L’Hôte de 

France, has organized trips for student groups to visit the Opéra Garnier and the Opéra Bastille, 

the opera theatre and dressage at Versailles, classes at Centre National de Danse, the museums  

Orsay, Louvre, Bourdel, and Rodin.  Frantz and Davis are taking groups this January 2015 and 

again in the  summer 2015.  If you are interested in joining at these times or desire more infor-

mation for your own trip, please contact them at 818-458-3037 or by email pdraffy@gmail.com. 
 

Tauna Hunter, Mercyhurst University dance chair, was promoted to full professor in the fall of 

2013. Elite in residence company, Mercyhurst Ballet Theatre, 

hosted Amanda Edge of the Balanchine Trust to stage George 

Balanchine’s “Valse Fantaisie” which they presented in February. 

MBT will be showcased on April 21 as one of two universities 

along with artists from American Ballet Theatre and Alvin Alley 

Dance Theatre in a gala performance sponsored by New York 

City Dance Alliance at the Joyce Theatre in New York City. Mercyhurst Liturgical Dance Ensemble 

heads for Jerusalem to attend Project Dance at the end of March. Celebrating forty years of dance at Mer-

cyhurst University, The Mercyhurst Dancers will honor Artistic Director, Tauna Hunter and Production 

Manager/Resident Designer, Michael Gleason for their passionate commitment to dance during the spring 

dance concert “Happiness is Raw Edges: A Celebration of Twenty/Forty Years” May 2-4.  
 

Right: Karen Lynn Smith has been selected 2014 Dance Scholar-Artist by the National Dance Associa-

tion; she will be honored in April in St. Louis, MO, at the national convention of the American Alliance 

for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, & Dance, where she will give the Dance Scholar-Artist lec-

ture Dancing Through Life: Dancing Healthy & Healthy Dancing. She was also elected a Vice President 

of the International Dance Council–CID/UNESCO in November 2013 at the 36th World Congress on 

Dance Research in St. Petersburg, Russia. 

 

Paris - the part I thought I would dislike the most -- the subway rides! While admittedly, I had to be taken by the hand to every venue 

(usually by the ever patient Molly Faulkner and Tauna Hunter) I found myself enjoying the camaraderie and conversation as we rode 

the rails to our next dance destination. Good conversation and the opportunity to have it has always been such a strong component of 

our conferences.  
 

Paris - the part that surprised me the most -- after years of lethargy brought on by a bad back, I found myself moving ... actually able 
to dance to Alexandre Munz's S.A.F.E. Project technique - a system of movement training that brought back to me what I was sure I 

had lost forever - the joy of movement and the study of dance from the inside out. 
 

Paris - and the part I always enjoy no matter where we are -- rekindling old friendships and making new ones while always being so 

impressed with the shared acquired knowledge and artistry we possess as a group and that informs our membership. While Pittsburgh 

might not be Paris, I am more than excited to gather with the wonderful group of academicians, theorists, scholars, teachers, peda-

gogues and choreographers. I am looking forward to seeing everyone once again in June! – Joan Buttram 

The CORPS conference in Paris was splendid! Wonderfully 

planned, beautifully executed despite the last minute changes.  

The presentations were well written and interesting, but of 

course the site was formidable. Going to the Paris Opera on a 

wondrous tour, attending a performance of the ballet, and lis-

tening to Brigitte Lefèvre talk about the great institution of the 

Paris Opera Ballet were all outstanding experiences, never to be 

forgotten.  And to soothe our concerns about ballet technique, 

we were treated to several classes by Alexandre Munz. The 

whole event in Paris was an amazing experience!  
– Gigi Bennahun 

We just relived Paris   

today with Alex Munz 

teaching at BYU---his 

first classes in the U.S. 

Memories of his won-

derful floor barre were 

again rekindled while 

we experienced his re-

markable S.A.F.E. con-

ditioning sequences.          

- Sandy Allen 

Memories from Paris 

On the Palais Garnier Grand Staircase  

with Anne Marie Sandrini, granddaughter of  

the first Coppelia, Giuseppina Bozzachi 

mailto:pdraffy@gmail.com

