Alonzo King

[bookmark: _GoBack]Alonzo King is the visionary choreographer and artistic director of Alonzo King LINES Ballet, and has long been noted as an artist who alters the way we look at ballet. King calls his works ‘thought structures’, created by the manipulation of energies that exist in matter through laws, which govern the shapes and movement directions of everything that exists. In 1982, Mr. King founded Alonzo King's LINES Ballet, which has developed into an international touring company.  Seven years later, he inaugurated the San Francisco Dance Center, which has grown into one of the largest dance facilities on the West Coast.  In 2001, Alonzo King started the LINES Ballet School and Pre-Professional Program to nurture and develop the talents of young dancers.  Expanding the scope of his educational visions to the college level in 2006, Alonzo King and LINES Ballet embarked on a partnership with the Dominican University of California, creating the West Coast’s first Joint BFA program in Dance.  It is the only Joint BFA program in the country to be led by a living master choreographer.
Often working in collaboration with world-renowned musicians and artists, Alonzo King has created more than 170 ballets, including a remarkable repertoire for LINES Ballet. To achieve his visions, he has collaborated with creative stars like Danny Glover, Pharaoh Sanders, Hamza al Din, Pawel Szymanski, Jason Moran, and tabla master Zakir Hussain, among many others. His choreography has been described as “the most sophisticated modernism in classical dance.”
King’s works are represented in the repertoires of many exemplary companies, including the Swedish Royal Ballet, Ballets de Monte Carlo, Frankfurt Ballet, Joffrey Ballet, Béjart Ballet, Alvin Ailey American Ballet, Hong Kong Ballet, North Carolina Dance Theater, and Washington Ballet.
Renowned for his skill as a teacher, King has been guest ballet master for dance companies around the world. "You see how meticulous and what a perfectionist he is - how clear he is on what he wanted,” noted Judith Jamison, former artistic director of the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater. “And the movement he elicited from the dancers - it was just so delicious, I had never seen them dance that way before.”
Branching out from his busy schedule with LINES Ballet, King has written and lectured on the art of dance, and has also worked in opera, television, and film.
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